HANGING AND  STRANGULATION,

GENERAL ENQUIRIES.

Was the room locked on the inside, without other pos-
sible means of escape ?
Were any fire-arms or other weapons, or marks of blood,

or signs of struggling, noticed about the room ?
Is the dress of the deceased torn, or the hair dis-
arranged ?

Does the dress, etc., indicate any interference with the
body after death ?

Note the position of the body, and the character of the

dress worn (a tight cravat ?)

*

What is the weight of the deceased ? (This is import-
ant if a question should arise as to the power of
the cord to sustain the ascertained weight.)

NOTES  RESrECTING  THE   LlGATUKES  USED.

If the ligature is still round the neck, carefully note (or
better still sketch) its exact position; the number, the cha-
racter, and the method of tying the knot or knots (that is,
whether the tying was the work of a right or left-handed
person); and the exact position of the knots. Remove the
cord by cutting so as to leave the knots intact.

If the ligature has been removed, ask for it.

Preserve and retain the ligature for evidence. It may
be needful to compare it, with some material either
in the possession of an accused person, or belong-
ing to the deceased; or its possession may be traced
to some one else.

Note the material of which the ligature is composed.

Do the ends of the ligature appear (if a rope) to have
been freshly cut ?

Compare the ligature with the impression on the neck.
Note whether there is any brown line on the ligature,
such as might result from perspiration.
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